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Agenda

• System Updates

• Content Updates

• Sustainability

• Networking



ESC 12 TEKS Resource System Webpage

• Short URL
• www.esc12.net/teksrs

• Webpage Content
• Meeting information and handouts

• Videos for end-users

http://www.esc12.net/teksrs


Our Online System is Getting a Facelift!

New 
Login 
Page



Our Online System is Getting a Facelift!

New 
Home 
Page



2017 State Conference – Save the date!

• Video of 2016 State 
Conference
• https://region13.wistia.co

m/medias/55vykt8n1k

• SAVE THE DATE FOR 2017
• August 1-3

https://region13.wistia.com/medias/55vykt8n1k


English Language Arts & Reading: TEKS Revision 
Update

• The TEKS Revision Update



English Language Arts & Reading: Assessment 
Additions



Current Work in Mathematics

• TEA Supporting Information Documents
• All supporting information documents have been reviewed and all new 

information learned has been incorporated into curriculum and assessment 
components

• STAAR Analysis (coming late Fall)
• 2015 Grades 3 – 4 and 2016 Grades 3 – Algebra I

• All items under review for content and assessment enhancements
• May result in additional revisions to ETCDs, VADs, IFDs, PAs, PA Rubrics, Unit 

Assessment Items, and Formative Spiral Items.
• All items have been assigned DOK and Blooms levels
• Plausible rationales and notes are in progress 

• When published under resources,
• TRS STAAR Analysis 2015-16 (PDF) SE documents merged by standard into 

one document
• District STAAR Analysis 2015-16 (Word) merged by standard into one 

document
• TRS STAAR Analysis 2015-16 (PDF) Unit documents merged by standard into 

one documents



Assessment/Formative Spirals Enhancements

Unit Assessment Items

Grade
New
Item

Change Total

2 1 21 22

3 4 18 22

4 4 12 16

5 12 22 34

6 34 20 54

7 21 26 47

8 17 35 52

Alg I 7 2 9

Alg II 15 15

Geo 10 10

MMA 6 6

PRC 12 12

Totals 143 156 299

Formative Spiral Items

Grade
New
Item

Change Total

K 0 2 2

1 1 9 10

2 2 4 6

3 2 6 8

4 0 2 2

5 6 3 9

6 13 8 21

Totals 24 34 58

Note: All items are being translated into Spanish.
2015 Grades 3 – 4 and 2016 Grades 3 – HS STAAR review not complete, meaning 
additional new items and/or changes to current items may occur.



Current Counts for Mathematics
Assessment Items/Formative Spirals Items

Note: 2015 Grades 3 – 4 and 2016 Grades 3 – HS STAAR review not complete, meaning 
additional new items may occur.

Unit Assessment Item Count in TEKS Resource System (03.03.2016)

English Total

Mathematics Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 Algebra I Geometry Algebra II Math Models Precalculus

252 319 343 301 251 209 214 269 258 253 168 290 3127

Formative Spiral Item Count in TEKS Resource System

English Total

Mathematics Kinder Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5 Grade 6 Grade 7 Grade 8 Algebra I

119 144 151 128 140 130 142 141 128 118

Subtotal: 119 144 151 128 140 123 141 141 128 118

Total English (K-5): 805 Total English (6-8): 528 1333

Spanish Total

Matematicas Kinder Grade 1 Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5

119 144 151 128 140 130

Subtotal: 119 144 151 128 140 130

Total Spanish (K-5): 812 812

Spanish Total

Matematicas Grade 2 Grade 3 Grade 4 Grade 5

251 319 343 301 1214



MS Mathematics
Suggestion has been made that TRS create a condensed MS 
Mathematics Curriculum for students taking Algebra I in Grade 8.

• Reasons TRS has not created a condensed curriculum - districts are 
approaching this different ways
• One possibility

• Grade 6 – Curriculum includes all Grade 6 and part of Grade 7 (Grade 6 STAAR)
• Grade 7 – Curriculum includes rest of Grade 7 and part of Grade 8 (Grade 7 STAAR)
• Grade 8 – Curriculum includes rest of Grade 8 and all of Algebra I (Algebra I EOC)

• Another possibility
• Grade 6 – Curriculum includes all Grade 6 and part of Grade 7 (Grade 6 STAAR)
• Grade 7 – Curriculum includes rest of Grade 7 and all of Grade 8 (Grade 8 STAAR)
• Grade 8 – Curriculum includes Algebra I only (Algebra I EOC)

• Other possibilities
• Condense curriculum in lower grade levels so 3 grades in MS are not basically taught in 2 

years

• All of these are great possibilities. I do not think it is in the best interest of TRS 
to create a condensed curriculum. Districts should decide what is best for their 
students, and ESCs can support their curriculum development.



Potential Projects in Mathematics

• HS PA Rubrics

• HS Algebra II Spiral Reviews

• New Course Development (Statistics, Algebraic Reasoning, AQR, Pre-K)

• Correlation to Texas Gateway Resources 

• Grade Level and Vertical Vocabulary Resources

• Backward Design documents

• Learning Progression Charts

• Assessment Audit/Assessment Development (Unit Assessment Items and 
Formative Spiral Items)

• Engaging Literature for the Elementary Mathematics Classroom (English 
and Spanish)

Note: Potential projects are contingent on SBOE decision in November, 2016 
and January, 2017 as well as the TEKS Resource System Budget.





SBOE Conversation
September 13 – 14, 2016

Purpose: Opportunity for the committee to hear invited testimony and to discuss 
implementation of the mathematics Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS).

• This item presents for first reading and filing authorization proposed 
amendments to 19 TAC Chapter 111, Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills 
for Mathematics, Subchapter A, Elementary, Subchapter B, Middle School, 
and Subchapter C, High School. The proposed amendments would remove 
references to mathematical process skills from knowledge and skills 
statements in the mathematics Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills 
(TEKS).

Ex: (8.6) Expressions, equations, and relationships. The student applies 
mathematical process standards to develop mathematical relationships and 
make connections to geometric formulas. The student is expected to: 

http://www.adminmonitor.com/tx/tea/committee_of_the_full_board/20160
913/
http://www.adminmonitor.com/tx/tea/committee_of_the_full_board/20160
914/

http://www.adminmonitor.com/tx/tea/committee_of_the_full_board/20160913/
http://www.adminmonitor.com/tx/tea/committee_of_the_full_board/20160914/


SBOE Conversation
September 13 – 14, 2016

SBOE is hearing concerns in the field regarding the emphasis on process standards, 
how much time they are taking in the classroom, and how they are being tested on 
STAAR.

• Concern: The process standards (the 7 SEs at the beginning of each grade 
level/course) when layered with each content standard results in too much 
information for teachers to cover in one year.

• Conversations led to confusion between the process standards and the 
content standards

Ex: (3.4K) solve one-step and two-step problems involving multiplication and division within 100 
using strategies based on objects; pictorial models, including arrays, area models, and equal 
groups; properties of operations; or recall of facts. 

• Further conversation lead to another concern: Is this instructional? Are the 
“processes” (they meant strategies and models) truly what we should be 
testing?

• Questions asked to people testifying: 
• What do you think should happen regarding process standards? 
• Do you think Mathematics should go through a streamlining process?

Conclusion: No action taken. These concerns will be revisited with action in 
November, 2016 for further clarification and approved in January, 2017.



Sc
ie

n
ce

Current Work in Science

• Minor revisions to IFDs based on feedback and STAAR Analyses
• Narrowing Overarching Understandings/Questions to be more cohesive with 

unit focus

• Improving Unit Understandings/Questions

• Aligning Concepts based on revisions

• Updating Sample Guiding Questions based on revisions

• Vocabulary

• Adding Resources (Engaging Literature, STAAR Analysis)

• Revising some PAs based on feedback and STAAR Analyses, including 
associated Rubrics
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Current Work in Science – 55 Page Literature 
List for the Elementary Science Classroom
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Current Work in Science

• Resources:
• STAAR Analysis:

• 2013-2015 complete and published (resulted in minor revisions)
• 2016 – coming soon (Spring 2017)

• Course Versioning of Biology
• Coming soon

• Concept-Based
• Sequential

• Explanation of how these two courses differ can be found in our Science CAG 
Google folder http://tinyurl.com/SciCAG (works best with Chrome or Firefox)

http://tinyurl.com/SciCAG
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Current Work in Science

• Assessment Items
• 180 new items added for 1st-3rd six weeks in Grades 3-8 and biology

• 435 new items are currently in development Grades 2-12

• New items are reviewed by ESC Focus groups which include district level 
personnel – Thank you!

• All new items for Grades 2-5 are being translated into Spanish
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Potential Projects in Science

• Backward Design documents

• Grade Level and Vertical Vocabulary Resources

• Correlation to Texas Gateway Resources

• Formative Spiral Items

• Writing Stem Resources

• New Course Development (Anatomy & Physiology, Earth/Space Science)

Note: Potential projects are contingent on SBOE decisions regarding 
streamlining as well as the TEKS Resource System Budget.
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SBOE and Streamlining

• Committees met in Austin on September 26-27, 2016

1. Draft recommendations will be posted on TEA’s website in October 
for public viewing.

2. Draft recommendations presented to SBOE November 15-16

3. Finalizing meeting mid-January 2017

• Dr. Sandra West (Texas State University) is signed up to give public 
testimony at the November meeting after reviewing the Draft 
Recommendations in October.  Others are encouraged to do so.
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SBOE and Streamlining

• The draft recommendations for science TEKS streamlining are now 
posted on the TEA website.  I thought I would share just in case you 
haven’t been notified. I encourage science specialists to review and 
take notes.  We will be asked for our input at our upcoming TSELA 
meeting in November just prior to CAST.  TSELA representatives will 
deliver our collective message to the SBOE meeting the following 
week. This is a great opportunity for our voices to be heard.

• http://tea.texas.gov/Curriculum_and_Instructional_Programs/Curricu
lum_Standards/TEKS_Texas_Essential_Knowledge_and_Skills_(TEKS)_
Review/Science_TEKS_Streamlining/

http://tea.texas.gov/Curriculum_and_Instructional_Programs/Curriculum_Standards/TEKS_Texas_Essential_Knowledge_and_Skills_(TEKS)_Review/Science_TEKS_Streamlining/


Bilingual Development: July 2016 – September 2016



Matematicas:
21 new items
73 revised items 
11 spirals – new
26 spirals – revised items 
14 IFDs – completed (PAs, vocab, specificity, etc)
73 IFDs – currently being translated / under review

Estudios Sociales:
6 Backward Design docs  
74 IFDs 
27 revised items - completed
77 new items – currently being translated / under review
K-5 Vertical Vocabulary Resource
K-3 & 4-5 PA Universal Rubrics

Ciencias:
59 new items – completed  
70 new items – currently being translated / under review
STAAR Analysis 2013 – 2015 Published
STAAR Analysis 2015 – coming soon
Ciencias Literature List!!!!

SLAR:
2015 STAAR Analysis Complete & Published
New Passages/Items currently pending translation



Social Studies – 16 Page K-12 Vertical Vocab Doc



Social Studies – K-3 Social Studies

• Significant Changes
• Each unit is revised with improved backward-design elements 
• Each course has been streamlined to

• improve the overall manageability of the content, 
• strengthen the vertical spiraling of content, skills, and vocabulary, 
• as well as to create clearer assessment targets for gauging student understanding.

• Each course has a reduction in the amount of units
• More consolidated units
• Reduction in performance assessments
• More flexibility with time needed to teach the units

• Performance Assessments
• Revised
• Better aligned student performances with appropriate grade-level tasks
• Universal Rubric to be used for all K-3 performance assessments



Social Studies – K-3 Social Studies Universal Rubric



Texas Curriculum 
Management Program 

Cooperative
www.tcmpc.org

Originally Designed to support small rural districts asking for 
help…

http://www.tcmpc.org/
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Management Program 
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Backward Design in Nine 

1. Start with the 
State Standards

2. Define  the 
specifics of the 

standards

3. Group standards in 
meaningful  ways to 

establish  overarching 
understandings  that 

shape the unit layout of 
the course

4. Group standards within
the unit in meaningful ways 

to  establish unit 
understandings  that build 

toward the overarching 
understandings

5. Design tools that 
measure the depth of 
understanding that a 

student should have as 
the unit progresses

6. Design instruction to 
build students’ 

knowledge & skill 
towards the unit learning 

outcomes and 
assessments

7. Use data from 
assessment to 

inform and plan 
additional 
instruction

8. Repeat the 
previous two steps

9. Administer STAAR


